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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). tn no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 May 2002 . 
2a)n This action Is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final, 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 7-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)n The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .1 21 (d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * 0)0 None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

30 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) D Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) El infomiation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Infonnal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 20020603 . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another 
filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects 
for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international 
application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

2. Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shapiro (US 
6,714,944 Bl). 

3. As per independent Claims 1 and 8, Shapiro discloses a method [system] for providing 
verified information regarding a trait of an applicant seeking employment by submitting 
an application (resume is a form of employment application, user also completes online 
registration/application) (abstract, Fig.4A-4B), comprising the steps of a first recipient: 
(a) [means for] receiving an application (resume) firom an appUcant seeking employment 
(CI L32-36); (b) [means for] providing a means by which said applicant requests that 
investigational activities be conducted to yield resuhs concerning said trait (Fig.2, 
Registrant registers data for verification and storage (Figs.4A-4B); (c) [means for] 
receiving said results of said investigational activities (Fig.SB); and (d) [means for] 
associating with said application a distinguishing marker corresponding to said results of 
said investigation activities (C9 L24-40). 
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4. As per Claims 2 and 9, Shapiro discloses wherein said request [online registration form] 
that investigational activities be conducted is communicated by said applicant 
electronically (Fig.3 and Fig.4A). 

5. As per Claims 3 and 10, Shapiro discloses wherein said request [onHne registration form] 
that investigational activities be conducted is submitted by said first recipient (user) to a 
second recipient (website provider) (Fig.2. and Fig.4A-4B) 

6. As per Claims 4 and 11, Shapiro discloses wherein said means by which applicant 
[electronically] requests investigational activities further comprises an electronic 
hyperlink to said second recipient (Fig.3; Fig.4A, site; C7 LI 7-22). 

7. As per Claims 5 and 12, Shapiro discloses wherein said results of said investigational 
activities are received electronically (Figs.3-5B). 

8. As per Claims 6 and 13, Shapiro discloses wherein said distinguishing marker is 
associated with said application electronically (C9 L24-40). 

9. As per Claims 7 and 14, Shapiro discloses wherein said request that investigational 
activities be conducted is conmiunicated electronically from said first recipient to a 
second recipient, and said results of said investigational activities are received by said 
first recipient from said second recipient (Figs.3-5B). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the 
prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention 
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was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability 
shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



11. Claims 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Shapiro. 

12. As per independent Claim 15, Shapiro discloses a method for certifying information 
regarding a trait of an applicant seeking employment by submitting an online application 
(resume is a form of employment application, user also completes online 
registration/application) (abstract, Fig.4A-4B), comprising the steps of: (a) a first party 
(web site/system operator) receiving from a second party (registrant) a request that said 
first party perform investigational activities (Fig.4A-4B), said applicant having 
previously sent an electronic application seeking employment (resume) to said first party 
and requested that investigation activities be conducted (abstract, Fig.4A-4B); (b) said 
first party performing said investigational activities to yield results (Figs.4A-5B); (c) said 
first party communicating said results to said applicant (Figs.SB). 

13. Shapiro fails to expressly disclose wherein said first party determines whether applicant 
wishes to have an identifying symbol associated with said application to reflect said 
results. 

14. However, Shapiro does disclose placing an identifier on the verification results (C9 L24- 
40). 

15. Furthermore, Shapiro discloses communicating with the registrant to determine whether 
to save the verification document, what to include with the document, and who to send 
the document to. 
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16. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have included wherein said first party determines whether 
applicant wishes to have an identifying symbol associated with said application to reflect 
said results, in the system disclosed by Shapiro, for the advantage of providing a method 
for certifying information regarding a trait of an applicant seeking employment, with the 
ability to increase effectiveness of the method by allowing the user the option to visually 
identify verified information provided to employers (CI LI 9-29). 

17. As per Claim 16, Shapiro discloses (e) said first party communicating said results to said 
second party (Figs.4A-5B). 

18. As per Claim 17, Shapiro discloses (e) said first party associating an identifying symbol 
with said application to reflect said results (C9 L24-40). 

19. As per Claim 18, Shapiro discloses (f) said first party electronically transmitting to said 
second party said application (Figs.3-5B), said application having said identifying symbol 
associated therewith (C9 L24-40). 

20. As per Claim 19, Shapiro discloses wherein said electronic request that said first party 
conduct investigational activities includes an electronic hyperlink fi-om said second party 
to said first party (Fig.3; Fig.4A; C7 LI 7-22, website access). 

21. As per Claim. 20, Shapiro discloses wherein said distinguishing marker comprises means 
for electronically presenting information gathered during investigational activities (C9 
L24-40). 
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Conclusion 

22. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

23. The following foreign patent is cited to show the best foreign prior art found by the 
examiner: 

PCX No. WO 200133421 Al to Gibbs et al. 

Gibbs discloses a candidate profile creating system for assisting a candidate 
in obtaining employment, which has modules for testing candidate skills, 
obtaining background checks, and training the candidate for interviews. 

24. The following non-patent literature is cited to show the best non-patent literature prior art 
found by the examiner: 

Backgrounds Online (www.backgroundsonline.com, Retrieved from 
Internet Archive Wayback Machine <www.archive,org>, Date Range: 
4/27/1999-10/6/2000) 

Backgrounds Online disclose a system for providing background checks for 
employer/candidates online. 



25. Additional Literature has been referenced on the attached PTO-892 form, and the 
Examiner suggests the applicant review these documents before submitting any 
amendments. 
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26. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jonathan Ouellette whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6807. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday, Sam - 
5:00pm. 

27. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (571) 272-6812. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned (703) 872-9306 for all 
official communications. 

28. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-5484. 



April 29, 2005 




"Jonathan Ouellette 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 3600 



